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National Leaders Say Economic Stimulus Plan Is an Opportunity to Improve U.S. Infrastructure
Tolling and Road User Charging Must Be Part of the Plan
Washington – In the midst of the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression, transportation experts invoked the theme of change as they debated the prospects for an economic stimulus package to improve the nation’s transportation infrastructure.
More than 200 transportation practitioners, policy makers, and financial experts from the public and private sector gathered in Washington, D.C., for the Transportation Finance Summit of the International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association.

U.S. Transportation Secretary Mary Peters told the audience that the economic stimulus legislation now under consideration presents a unique opportunity for the United States to address long-standing transportation needs.  But transportation investments must do more than throw money at potholes.  “We must abandon funding and financing methods that don’t work and embrace those methods that do.  We have to give states more options to use federally backed loans and we must remove restrictions on tolling the Interstates,” Peters said.
Former U.S. House Majority Leader Dick Gephardt reinforced the theme of change. He drew a straight line between economic well being, climate change, energy security, and large scale investment in the nation’s infrastructure.  Noting that the U.S. government has spent or committed nearly $3 trillion dollars in a very short period of time – $1 trillion for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, $1 trillion for the Wall Street bailout, and $1 trillion for an economic stimulus package – Gephardt called on Congress and state governments to open the transportation policy toolbox to the broadest possible range of options.  

“The urgency of the current economic crisis is causing big proposals,” Gephardt said.  “Nothing big and tough ever happens in Washington unless powerful groups outside Washington want it to happen and a bipartisan group inside Congress wants it to happen.  I believe we can make it happen, but we have to avoid the politicization of how the money is spent.”  

“To be successful in implementing a major infrastructure program,” Gephardt said, “we must do three things.  First, we need a decision making process that involves the public and the private sector.  Second, user fees must form the foundation for funding the transportation program.  And, third, we have to embrace public private partnerships.”  

Susan Buse, IBTTA President and Director of Project Evaluation for the North Texas Tollway Authority, challenged the meeting delegates to see that, while very painful, the current economic crisis is part of the rhythm of life, death and rebirth that characterizes the entire natural world.  While the leaves are falling from the trees now, we must focus on the new green buds that will form in the spring. 
IBTTA has reached out to the Obama Transition team and to Congress to make the case for technology to meet the complex challenges facing U.S. transportation infrastructure.  IBTTA Executive Director and CEO Patrick Jones said, “Tolls work, pricing works, P3s work.  Washington needs to embrace all of these tools to rebuild our crumbling infrastructure, to create good jobs for Americans, and to revitalize our economy.” 
The International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association (IBTTA) is the worldwide association for the owners and operators of toll facilities and the businesses that support them.  IBTTA has members across the US and in 25 countries on five continents around the world. Founded in 1932, IBTTA is driving positive change in surface transportation.
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