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Courage is the Key to Homeland Security 
and Transportation Investments

Army General Links Good Highways to Economic Growth and National Defense

Richmond, Virginia – Speaking before an international gathering of toll agency operators, General Barry McCaffrey who serves on the HNTB Engineering Board of Directors, discussed current world affairs as they relate to terrorism and national security, the need to safely secure our infrastructure, and the leadership challenges that transportation agencies face today.

Toll agencies are responsible for critical transportation links and major national landmarks across the nation, and are facing serious financial and operational challenges to provide security and protection improvements for their customers and their structures. 

“When politicians lack courage, we can’t make resource decisions. This rule is as true for any transportation system as it is for homeland security,” General McCaffrey told a rapt audience of transportation leaders from across the United States and Europe.

While transportation demands facing the nation are daunting, tolling and road pricing are powerful and agile tools to help the nation generate new money for highways and better manage congestion.

The growing use of electronic toll collection has opened the door to high speed non-stop open road tolling. It also allows the introduction of congestion or “time of day” pricing to help head off gridlock and improve driving conditions for all drivers. These are well established tools that are being considered and applied across the country.

General McCaffrey’s address was made to the delegates of IBTTA’s Facilities Management Workshop, a gathering of more than 250 toll industry executives, managers and technicians being held in Richmond, Virginia. 

General Barry McCaffrey served in the United States Army for 32 years. At his retirement from active duty, General McCaffrey was the most highly decorated four-star general in the U.S. Army, having been awarded three Purple Heart medals for wounds received in four combat tours - as well as twice awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, the nation's second highest award for valor. He also twice was awarded the Silver Star for valor. McCaffrey served for five years as U.S. Drug Czar. Currently, he is the Chairman of HNTB Federal Services and also Adjunct Professor of International Affairs at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, and president of his own consulting firm.

The International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association (IBTTA) is the worldwide association for the owners and operators of toll facilities and the businesses that support them.  IBTTA has members in 30 U.S. states and in 21 countries on five continents around the world. Founded in 1932, IBTTA is driving positive change in surface transportation.
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