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Tolling Industry Lauds Convergence of Visions

On Surface Transportation Funding Options

Statement of Patrick D. Jones, Executive Director and CEO

International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association

On U.S. Department of Transportation Plan

And Comments of Senate Democratic Caucus

IBTTA salutes the growing bipartisan convergence of views that we, as a nation, must move away from our reliance on fuel taxes and toward the proven mechanisms of tolling and transportation pricing to support mobility in America and around the world.
On Tuesday, U.S. Transportation Secretary Mary E. Peters announced a new proposal to overhaul the way U.S. transportation decisions and investments are made. The comprehensive plan, called “Refocus, Reform and Renew,” calls for a clearer and more focused federal role and encourages transportation pricing and leveraging of federal resources to address increasing highway congestion, rising fuel prices, unsustainable gas taxes, and spending decisions based on politics instead of merit.

In introducing the plan, Secretary Peters said, “Without a doubt our federal approach to transportation is absolutely broken and no amount of tweaking, adjusting, or adding new layers on top will make things better.  It is time for a new… a different… and a better approach.”
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman Jim Oberstar (D-Minn.) who was less hopeful about the plan characterized the administration’s proposal as “a collection of the same uninspired and uninspiring policies that this Administration has offered over the past five years.”
Meanwhile, on Wednesday, senior Democrats in the U.S. Senate holding their weekly meeting of the Senate Democratic Steering and Outreach Committee expressed views about the future of transportation that are similar to those of U.S. DOT.  Discussing his proposed National Infrastructure Bank (S. 1926), Sen. Christopher Dodd (D-Conn.) said, “There is no way we’ll appropriate the money necessary to fund our infrastructure.” 
During the same steering committee meeting, Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.) said, “We need to find a way to look beyond the gas tax.”

There now appears to be universal acknowledgment on Capitol Hill that the Federal-aid highway system is in serious trouble because higher fuel prices, more fuel-efficient vehicles, lower travel demand, and reduced fuel consumption have dealt a serious blow to the revenue stream from the gas tax.

With national elections drawing near and a pending change in administrations, there is enormous hesitancy to consider increasing transportation funding through traditional means (fuel taxes). 

In the last few years, numerous commissions, blue ribbon panels, think tanks, and other transportation groups have expended significant energy and resources to document the failures of the current system and to propose fundamental changes that would occur “sometime in the future.”
For many years IBTTA has maintained that we must make fundamental changes in how we meet transportation demands, but that not all of the changes need to be drastic or dramatic.  
Tolling and other forms of direct user charging have been a vital part of meeting transportation needs around the world for centuries.  Ubiquitous road user charging, which is technologically feasible today, holds tremendous potential to help cities, states and regions augment the tools they now have to reduce congestion and generate the funds needed to design, operate and maintain new and existing infrastructure.

IBTTA salutes the growing bipartisan convergence of views that we, as a nation, must move away from our reliance on fuel taxes and toward the proven mechanisms of tolling and transportation pricing to support mobility in America and around the world.
The International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association (IBTTA) is the worldwide association for the owners and operators of toll facilities and the businesses that support them.  IBTTA has members in 30 U.S. states and in 21 countries on five continents around the world. Founded in 1932, IBTTA is driving positive change in surface transportation.
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