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Obama Administration Announces Appointment of 

Representative Ray LaHood as Secretary of Transportation
A New Opportunity to Improve the Nation’s Transportation System

Statement by Patrick D. Jones

IBTTA Executive Director & CEO

The International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association congratulates Representative Ray LaHood on his nomination by President-Elect Barack Obama to be the next U.S. Transportation Secretary.  

Representative LaHood’s legislative and appropriations expertise and his commitment to bipartisan consensus building will be valuable tools as America seeks to revitalize its transportation infrastructure and reform outmoded institutions, policies and funding models.

The members of IBTTA recognize that a strong transportation system is a basic asset underpinning the U.S. economy and its global competitiveness.  But this system is in crisis due to a lack of funding, deteriorating infrastructure, and growing congestion, which wastes time and fuel and boosts greenhouse gas emissions.  The diverse operations and hard-won experience of toll facility operators in 25 countries on six continents offer powerful perspectives on how to foster significant improvements in the efficiency and utility of surface transportation in the United States.
The advent of a new presidential administration, coupled with new cabinet officers such as Rep. LaHood, offers the opportunity to establish a fundamentally new vision for transportation. 
IBTTA toll operators and business partners are leaders in providing customer-driven mobility through their expertise in transportation finance, technology, management, and operations.  Toll agencies in the U.S. historically operate with little or no federal or state funding – maintaining and improving their facilities solely through direct payments from their customers.  Road user charging is one of the tools that will help solve our country’s mobility challenges.
The International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association (IBTTA) is the worldwide association for the owners and operators of toll facilities and the businesses that support them.  IBTTA has members across the US and in 25 countries on five continents around the world. Founded in 1932, IBTTA is driving positive change in surface transportation.
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