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“U.S. transportation policy needs to be more performance-driven, more directly linked to a set of clearly articulated goals, and more accountable for results.”  That is the conclusion of this important study that attempts to develop consensus recommendations for a forward-looking American transportation policy.  IBTTA supports this conclusion.

We are encouraged by the Center’s bold proposals on reforming federal surface transportation programs to be truly performance-based.  We also welcome their conclusion that meaningful reform to promote wiser investment of transportation funds is just as important as efforts to increase revenue sources.  
A key recommendation of the Center’s report, which IBTTA heartily endorses, is this: “Federal policies and funding should assist states and local governments in developing sustainable funding sources including eliminating federal restrictions on road pricing, supporting efforts by states to implement direct user charges and expanding TIFIA credit support.”  This finding mirrors IBTTA’s recommendation to Congress on what must be included in the next transportation bill.


IBTTA has been at the forefront of efforts to encourage the U.S. Congress and other levels of government to promote the development of net new revenues to support surface transportation.  We strongly support the concept that there must be a more direct connection between use of the system and payment for that use.  The current fuel tax system for supporting highways obscures that essential connection and is unsustainable as a long term funding mechanism for transportation.

According to the Center’s report, a “fundamental concern is that existing revenue mechanisms fail to take advantage of the fact that the performance of the transportation system can be directly influenced by how users pay for it.”  Moreover, the reports says, “the gas tax in the United States is very low relative to most developed countries, which means that all taxpayers subsidize the full costs of road use regardless of their contribution to system costs.  This has resulted in artificially high demand and a substantial shortfall in the revenues necessary to cover the costs of maintaining the transportation network.”

The final report of the National Surface Transportation Infrastructure Financing Commission, released in February 2009, draws similar conclusions about the serious consequences of breaking the connection between use of the system and payment for that use.  The Bipartisan Policy Center report notes that the financing commission “concluded that average users pay substantially less than the full costs they impose taking into account the direct costs of wear and tear as well as indirect costs in the form of congestion, greenhouse gas emissions, and energy security impacts.  An inaccurate price signal means that millions of individuals and businesses are making transportation decisions that are inefficient from a society standpoint every day.”  We could not agree more with this critically important conclusion.

The Bipartisan Policy Center report and the reports of the two congressional commissions that preceded it – the Policy and Revenue and Study Commission report in 2008 and the Infrastructure Financing Commission report in early 2009 – are sounding a steady drumbeat of calls to reform the current system of funding surface transportation in the United States.  
We cannot support a 21st century transportation system using 19th century techniques, mindsets, and policies.  Toll operators around the world right now are successfully linking payment for the transportation system with use of the system, sending highly accurate price signals to users that encourage more efficient transportation use decisions.  Technologies such as electronic toll collection and open road tolling allow these price signals to be sent in real time without stopping, without waiting, and without barriers.  We strongly urge the United States Congress to heed the steady cadence of recommendations aimed at reforming the current system and removing the barriers that stand in the way of funding mechanisms that focus on performance and connect the use of the system with payment for that use.
The International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association (IBTTA) is the worldwide association for the owners and operators of toll facilities and the businesses that support them.  IBTTA has hundreds of corporate members across the United States and in 25 countries on six continents around the world. Founded in 1932, IBTTA is driving positive change in surface transportation.
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