The Steady Drumbeat for Reform of Transportation Funding
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This morning I attended the press event at which the Bipartisan Policy Center released the final report of its National Transportation Policy Project called “Performance Driven: A New Vision for U.S. Transportation Policy.” 

A key recommendation which IBTTA heartily endorses is this: “Federal policies and funding should assist states and local governments in developing sustainable funding sources including eliminating federal restrictions on road pricing, supporting efforts by states to implement direct user charges and expanding TIFIA credit support.” This finding mirrors IBTTA’s recommendation to Congress on what must be included in the next transportation bill.

Another major recommendation of this study that attempts to develop consensus recommendations for a forward-looking American transportation policy is that “U.S. transportation policy needs to be more performance-driven, more directly linked to a set of clearly articulated goals, and more accountable for results.” We support this conclusion.

The Center’s report continues the steady drumbeat of calls for reforming the transportation funding system in the U.S. These calls for reform include those of the National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission, which issued its final report in January 2008 and the National Surface Transportation Infrastructure Financing Commission, which issued its final report in February 2009. IBTTA testified before both commissions.

IBTTA issued a press statement on the Bipartisan Policy Center report. In addition, we expect the entire report and executive summary to appear on the Bipartisan Policy Center’s homepage here.
-- Pat Jones
