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International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association Applauds the 

Golden Gate Bridge’s Move to All-Electronic Tolling Today 
“Tolling once meant stop, but today, high-tech tolling means go, go, go,” said 

Patrick Jones, Executive Director and CEO of IBTTA  
 
WASHINGTON, DC – For the first time since the Golden Gate Bridge opened 76 years 
ago, drivers can now move freely through the toll plaza without stopping.  All-electronic 
toll collection went into effect today and is a trend occurring across the country, 
according to Patrick Jones, Executive Director and CEO of the International Bridge, 
Tunnel and Turnpike Association (IBTTA). 
 
Jones was interviewed this morning on NPR’s Marketplace offering comment regarding 
the national trend to high tech toll collection systems happening on roads throughout the 
country.  Jones said, "You’ve seen it happen on the Tobin Bridge in Boston. You’ve 
seen entire systems switching to all electronic tolling in Denver, Colorado; Dallas, 
Texas; the North Texas Tollway Authority; Austin, Texas.” 
 
“In the old days, you paid a toll by stopping at a toll booth and handing your 
money to a person or dropping your coins in a basket. This frustrated motorists 
because they had to stop and wait to pay a toll.  Not anymore,” said Patrick Jones, 
IBTTA Executive Director and CEO. “Tolling once meant stop, but today high tech 
tolling means go, go, go.” 
 
Also in this morning’s NPR Marketplace story, Christopher Zegras, a transportation and 
urban planning professor at MIT, predicted a system in the  next 10 years, “much less 
based on the gas tax and much more based on we pay for what we use.”  Zegras went 
on to add that electronic tolling is paving the way.   
 
Jones continued, “According to a November, 2012 Reason Foundation study, the 
cost to collect a toll in a mature all-electronic tolling system is about the same as 
the cost to collect the gas tax.” 
 
In January, IBTTA launched Moving America Forward, a public awareness campaign that 
highlights the benefits of tolling to policy-makers, the media, and other interested parties.  

# # # 
 

The International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association (IBTTA) is the worldwide association 
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representing toll facility owners and operators and the businesses that serve them. Founded in 
1932, IBTTA has members in more than 20 countries and on six continents implementing state-
of-the-art, innovative, user-based transportation financing solutions to address the critical 
infrastructure challenges of the 21st century. Through advocacy, thought leadership, and 
education, IBTTA has become the world’s leading resource on highways and tollways. Follow 
us on Twitter @IBTTA and join the conversation at #tollroads. For more information, visit: 
www.IBTTA.org. 
 
The Golden Gate Bridge Highway & Transportation District is one of the oldest members of 
IBTTA and celebrated its 75th anniversary in 2012. 
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